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Illustrations from Le Petit Journal 

that relate to the Anglo Boer War 

 

Le Petit Journal was a daily Parisian newspaper in existence from 1863 to 1944. From 

1884 it included a weekly illustrated supplement. This document contains all of the prints 

and etchings from the supplements dated between 1899 and 1902 which related to the 

Anglo Boer War. These illustrations portray many exciting war scenes, dramatic social 

happenings, gun battles, and human drama. The strong sympathy that the French had 

for the Boers (or dislike for the English) during the Anglo Boer War can clearly be seen 

from the prints and etchings in the Le Petit Journal supplements. 

 

As the circulation figures of the newspapers grew, production costs started to fall 

because of the growth of advertising and technological improvements. Le Petit Journal 

was the first to aim for a mass audience, cramming their pages with crime stories, 

serialized novels, and human interest stories. The newspaper was extremely popular 

and at the height of its popularity it had a circulation of over a million copies. The back 

and front covers were printed in bold and eye-catching color, usually with prints or 

etchings of news-worthy events. The price was very cheap and the print-run ran into 

more than a million copies for every issue. The inside pages consisted of text and at 

times pages of photographs or large-sized war maps. Throughout the Anglo Boer War 

years many covers were dedicated to matters pertaining to the war. The emphasis was 

on sensation. Some cover pages were devoted to depicting various well-known and 

lesser-known commanding officers and heroes of the war. There were many covers 

which related to President Paul Kruger as he had a very strong following in France. 

Fortune Louis Meaulle (1844-1901) and Tofani Oswaldo (1849-1915) were the main 

artists of the prints and etchings relating to the Anglo Boer War. Copies of these 

illustrations are still very collectable and are for sale at many book stores and flea 

markets in France. 

 

Neil McDonald put this document together by downloading the relevant Le Petit Journal 

illustrations from the digital National Library of France. In order to get to the 

supplements, google “Le Petit Journal” and then follow the “Le Petit Journal illustre from 

1884 to 1920” link in the Wikipedia encyclopedia.  
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Translations 

 

Page English 

  

5 Dr Jameson taken prisoner by the Boers 

6 English troops departing for the Transvaal   

7 The first English prisoners of war 

8 Death of the Boer General Viljoen 

9 A warning to the English 

10 The English lion and the Boer bull 

11 The Ladysmith fugitives 

12 The Boers and the Afrikaners meet 

13 Indian medical assistants 

14 The Boer – If it is tossing the coin, you toss it 

15 Boer postmen announce the victory 

16 The anti nationalists disturb a meeting in favor of the Boers 

17 General Joubert lectures the Boers 

18 The Boers capture an English battery 

19 The Boers recapture Spion-Kop 

20 General Cronje surrenders 

21 The Transvaal pavilion at the 1900 Paris exhibition 

22 Interview between Presidents Kruger and Steyn 

23 General Joubert on his death bed 

24 The English present arms to General Villebois-Mareuil 

25 The English pavilion at the 1900 Paris exhibition 

26 President Kruger on the Gelderland 

27 President Kruger 

28 The French visitors – President Kruger greets the Parisians 

29 President Kruger arrives at Lyon station 

30 Justice! 

31 Death of the Queen of England – Queen Victoria 

32 Edward VII – King of England and Emperor of India 
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33 Funeral of Queen Victoria – The chapel of rest 

34 Funeral of Queen Victoria – The Frogmore mausoleum 

35 Surrender of the Jameson English garrison 

36 Concentration Camps 

37 Surrender of 180 English soldiers 

38 Thirteen French prisoners of war at Saint Helena 

39 General De Wet’s exploits 

40 Death of a hero – The Boer Commandant Scheepers executed by the 

English 

41 Lord Methuen captured and returned to the English by the Boers 

42 Peace with the Boers – Delirious Londoners 

43 President Kruger at Menton 
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